Speech and Debate:  

Senior Taylor Walker was named National Student of the Year of the National Forensic League.  This prestigious international award carries with it a $1,000 scholarship, beautiful trophy, and the position of NFL spokesperson for the year. Taylor is the second student from Grady in three years to be a finalist for National Student of the Year. Michael Robinson, Class of 2009, was also a finalist at the Birmingham Nationals. Grady HS is the only school IN THE NATION to have more than one student as a finalist for this honor.  
Michael Barlow, Class of ’11, was honored for being the 3rd Place Speaker at the National Association of Urban Debate Leagues National Debate Tournament by touring Congress and The White House, including meeting with President Barack Obama on Thursday, July 22nd
The Grady Jesters did very well at the Wake Forest University “Earlybird” Speech and Debate Tournament in Winston-Salem, NC, on Friday, September 10.

· Michael Barlow and Holden Choi- Double-Octo-finalists in Varsity Policy Debate.  Michael Barlow was named 8th place Speaker.

· Tyler Olson and Ashley Brown advanced to the Octo-final round in Public Forum Debate.

· Lucas Bailey- Double-Octo-finalist in Lincoln-Douglas Debate.

· Leith Meador- 3rd place in Impromptu Speaking.

· Isabelle Taft- CHAMPION in Extemporaneous Speaking!

Congratulations to the following students who attended the “Griffin High Bear Classic” at Griffin HS, GA.:

Impromptu Speaking:  Leith Meador*, Champion

Extemporaneous Speaking:

· Leith Meador*, Champion

· Mallory Akard*, 2nd Place

· Cole Bagley, 3rd Place

Lincoln-Douglas Debate:

· Lucas Bailey*, Champion

· Rachel Citrin, 2nd Place

· Tatiana Johnson, 3rd Place

Public Forum Debate:

· Damon Melton* and Dylan Coyle*, 3rd Place

· Tyler Olson and Ashley Brown, Quarterfinalists

Policy Debate:  Sam Heller, 3rd Place

Holden Choi and Ben Dean advanced to the final round of Policy Debate at the Johns Creek Tournament.  Both earned their bids to the State Tournament in March.  Additional congratulations to Holden Choi for winning 5th Speaker.
 
At the St. Andrews School Tournament in Jackson, MS:

· Dylan Coyle and Damon Melton, Semi-finalists in Public Forum Debate

· Rachel Citrin, Semi-Finalist in Varsity Lincoln-Douglas Debate

· Leith Meador, Semi-finalist in Extemporaneous Speaking

· Isabelle Taft, 2nd Place, Student Congress

· Isabelle Taft, CHAMPION, Extemporaneous Speaking.
The Jesters won the Debate Sweepstakes Award at the “Autumn By The Lake” Speech and Debate Tournament at Lincoln County HS. Congratulations to the students who placed and those who won a qualifying bid to the State Speech and Debate Tournament:

· Varsity Policy Debate- Zoe Hamilton and Samantha Chiang, 2nd place; Zoe Hamilton, 4th place Speaker, Samantha Chiang, 3rd place Speaker

· Prose/Poetry- Jahra Gholston, 2nd Place *

· Lincoln-Douglas Debate- Rachel Citrin, 4th Place#; Zak Fields, 3rd Place*; Tatiana Johnson, 2nd Place#; Cheyn Shah, 1st Place
· = One leg to State Tournament obtained
# = Previously Fully Qualified to State Tournament

The Jesters did well Houston County HS Speech and Debate Tournament:

· Prose/Poetry- Taylor Walker*, Champion

· Dramatic Interp- Taylor Walker*, Champion

· Humorous Interp- Brad Jessup*, 4th place

· Duo Interp- Maya Grandoit* and Lukas Olson*, 5th place

· Extemporaneous Speaking- Cole Bagley**, 4th place

· Public Forum Debate- Dylan Coyle# and Damon Melton#, Champions

· Lincoln-Douglas Debate- Rachel Citrin#, 5th place; Jamie Reid**, 4th place; Jessica Alexander*, 2nd place; Zak Fields**, Champion 

* = One of two necessary bids obtained for the GFCA State Varsity Tournament

** = Second bid obtained for the GFCA State Varsity Tournament

# = Previously fully qualified to GFCA State Varsity Tournament

Congratulations to the members of The Jesters Speech and Debate Team who competed at the Sequoyah HS “Autumn Argument” Tournament in Canton.  Here are the results:

LEGEND: * = First of two necessary bids to the GFCA State Varsity Speech and Debate Tournament acquired; ** = Fully qualified to the GFCA State Varsity Speech and Debate Tournament; # = Previously qualified to GFCA State Varsity Speech and Debate Tournament


Varsity Policy Debate
Samantha Chiang* and Holden Choi#, Semi-Finalists
Ben Dean, Second Place Speaker
Holden Choi, First Place Speaker


Public Forum Debate
Diana Powers* and Lauren Ogg*, Fifth Place


Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Lucas Bailey#, Champion


Impromptu
Mallory Akard*, Champion


Extemporaneous Speaking
Jenny Moody**, Second Place
Mallory Akard#, Champion


Prose/Poetry
Sarah Dillard*, Fifth Place
Jahra Gholston**, Second Place
Taylor Walker**, Champion


Dramatic Interp
Taylor Walker**, Champion

Duo Interp
Rex Peterson* and Raven Ford*, Second Place
Jahra Gholston* and Marius Jackson*, Champions.

The Jesters won the Speech Sweepstakes Awards!

Members of The Jesters Speech and Debate Team competed at the Catholic Forensic League National Qualifier in Warner Robins, GA. Here are the names of students qualified to attend the Grand National Tournament over Memorial Day weekend in Washington, DC. (25 students total)

· Policy Debate:  Sam Heller and Zoe Hamilton

· Public Forum Debate: Tyler Olson and Dylan Coyle; Katherine Zaharova and Salome Kakalashvili; Sammi Dean and Grace Power; Lauren Ogg and Diana Powers

· Lincoln-Douglas Debate: Lucas Bailey, Zak Fields, Rachel Citrin, Tatiana Johnson and Cheyn Shah

· Dramatic Performance: Taylor Walker

· Duo Interpretation:  Maya Grandoit and Lukas Olson; Jahra Gholston and Marius Jackson

· Declamation:  Tiger Li

· Extemporaneous Speaking:  Isabelle Taft, Leith Meador, Mallory Akard and Jenny Moody

Congratulations to The Jesters Speech and Debate Team who competed at the Novice/JV State Speech and Debate Tournament.  This was the first tournament of its kind, and Grady students had a fantastic performance.  The finalists and champions include: 

· JV Policy Debate- Sam Heller and Reagan Lowring, Octofinalists

· Novice LD Debate- Zoe Schneider, Semi-finalist

· JV LD Debate- Cheyn Shah and Rachel Citrin, Semi-finalists

· Novice Prose/Poetry Interpretation- Khadijah Brown, CHAMPION

· JV Prose/Poetry Interpretation- Sarah Dillard, 2nd Place; Queen White, CHAMPION

· Novice Extemporaneous Speaking- Jenny Moody, CHAMPION

· JV Extemporaneous Speaking- Mallory Akard, 2nd Place; Isabelle Taft, CHAMPION

· Novice Impromptu Speaking- Josiah Garrett, CHAMPION

· JV Impromptu Speaking- Isabelle Taft, CHAMPION

· Novice Original Oratory- Josiah Garrett, 3rd Place; Tiger Li, 2nd Place

· JV Original Oratory- Cheyn Shah, 3rd Place

· JV Duo Interpretation- Rex Peterson and Raven Ford, CHAMPIONS

· Public Forum Debate- Mallory Hazell and Ansley Marks, Quarterfinalists

· Sammi Dean and Grace Power, Semifinalists

· Salome Kakalashvili and Katherine Zakharova, 2nd Place

· Rebecca Martin and Mary Condolora, CHAMPIONS!

The Jesters won the State Championship, ahead of Carrollton HS (3rd Place) and Johns Creek (2nd Place).  

Members of the Jesters competed at the Tiger Classic HS Speech and Debate Tournament at Clemson University. Here are the results:

· Public Forum Debate: 5th Place- Salome Kakashvili and Katherine Zakharova; 3rd place- Lauren Ogg and Becca Martin; Champions- Dylan Coyle and Damon Melton

· Lincoln-Douglas Debate: 5th Place- Zoe Schneider; 4th Place- Lucas Bailey

· Extemporaneous Speaking: 2nd Place- Isabelle Taft

· Impromptu Speaking: 3rd Place- Isabelle Taft

· Dramatic Interpretation: 2nd Place- Taylor Walker

· Prose Interpretation: 6th Place- Sarah Dillard

· Poetry Interpretation: 6th Place- Khadijah Brown; 5th Place- Sarah Dillard

· Duo Interpretation: 5th Place- Lukas Olson and Quameeha Grandoit
Overall, the team won 2nd Place Sweepstakes Award!  The team now heads to the National Forensic League National Qualifier at Georgia Tech.

Jesters’ successes at the March 2011 National Forensic League District Qualifier at Georgia Tech:  Jahra Gholston and Marius Jackson – Duo Interpretation; Taylor Walker – Dramatic Interpretation; Michael Barlow and Holden Choi – Policy Debate; Lucas Bailey – Lincoln-Douglas Debate; Ashley Brown, Tyler Olson, Damon Melton, and Dylan Coyle – Public Forum; Isabelle Taft and Mallory Akard – International Extemporaneous Speaking; and Leith Meador and Jenny Moody – United States Extemporaneous Speaking.

The 2011 Jesters won the Sweepstakes Award.

The 2011 Jesters, under the leadership of Mario Herrera (2011 Coach of the Year) and Lisa Willoughby, are Georgia State Champions in both Speech and Debate.  They were also awarded the President’s Cup for accumulating the most rounds at the state tournament.

State results were as follows:  


Duo Interpretation - 
 Raven Ford and Rex Peterson, 3rd place and Jahra Gholston 2nd place.


Dramatic Interpretation -  Taylor Walker, 1st place (third in a row in this event) and Sam Moore, 4th place.


Prose/Poetry – Taylor Walker, 1st place, Jahra Gholston, 3rd place, and Queen White, 5th place.


Extemporaneous Speaking – Isabelle Taft, 1st place and Jenny Moody, 4th place.


Impromptu Speaking – Isabelle Taft, 1st place.


Lincoln- Douglas Debate – Lucas Bailey, 1st place (second in a row in this event), Zax Fields, 2nd place and semi-finalist, Rachel Citrin, 5th place and quarterfinalist, and Tatiana Johnson, 9th place.


Public Forum Debate – Ashley Brown and Tyler Olson - Dylan Coyle and Damon Melton, Co-State Champions.
National Catholic Forensic League “Grand Nationals,” held in Washington, DC, over Memorial Day Weekend. This was the largest NCFL ever, with over 2,100 students in attendance:


Lucas Bailey: Top 25 in Lincoln-Douglas Debate.


Isabelle Taft: 4th Place, Extemporaneous Speaking


Zak Fields: 3rd Place, Lincoln-Douglas Debate


Winner: Eleanor E. Wright Award of Excellence in Debate (Sweepstakes Trophy)

National Forensic League National Speech and Debate Tournament, held in Dallas, TX in June. Largest Academic Competition in the world, with over 3,500 competitors.


Damon Melton and Dylan Coyle: Top 40 in Public Forum


Sam Heller and Ben Dean: Top 40 in Policy Debate


Taylor Walker: Top 40 in Dramatic Interpretation


Isabelle Taft: Top 20, International Extemporaneous Speaking


Michael Barlow and Holden Choi: 8th Place, Policy Debate


DEBATE SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE AWARD (Sweepstakes Trophy)

